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Identity, Violence, and Political Reform 

 

Thèmes abordés 

Themes discussed during this course will be those of collective identities, protest movements, popular 
resistance, violence as a reform strategy, non-violent forms of resistance, and cybertechnologies in the 
political arena. All of them will be assessed critically, in light of contemporary political developments 
around the world.  

Acquis 
d'apprentissage 

Upon finishing this course, students will be expected to: 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the most important theoretical concepts related to political reforms 
 Apply the acquired theoretical knowledge, in combination with empirical data, to an analysis of 

contemporary political events 
 Be able to explain the concept of social movements and their dynamics using concrete examples 
 Explain how the phenomena on the individual level (such as identity) can have political 

relevance 
 Explain different forms of political violence (or non-violence), linking it to political changes  
 Analytically discuss the role of cyber technologies in political deliberations  
   

Contenu 

The course discusses processes of political change and reforms through the prism of contemporary 
identity politics, political movements, and related forms of contentious politics. Unlike approaches that 
analyze top-down implementations of reforms, this course is primarily oriented towards bottom-up 
processes. It will, therefore, scrutinize the role of ideas, leadership, organization, and resources in 
reform-oriented social movements.  

During the course, students will discuss and compare different political movements and phenomena 
that create social controversies by demanding political reforms. Some of the topics addressed in the 
course are the following: Is the use of violence a legitimate for achievement of political goals? How does 
identity construction interfere with state legislation? What is the role of non-violent resistance in 
achievement of political goals? How do cybertechnologies change democratic processes?  

 

Méthodes d'enseignement 

Courses will be organized as a combination of ex-cathedra lectures and engaged debates. Each class will 
begin with a short presentation of a case study, followed by a discussion. Ideas shared during this 
opening part will then be put in a broader socio-political context and linked to theoretical models. 



 

 

Students will, therefore, have an opportunity to make clear and meaningful relationships between 
concrete examples and political theories, obtaining necessary instruments for independent research.  

Modes d'évaluation 
des acquis des étudiants 

The final grade will be based on continuous evaluation during the classes (30%) and the final exam 
(70%).  

Autres infos  

/ 

Bibliographie 

The bibliography will consist of articles, videos, and chapters selected for each course. All the materials 
will be available online on the learning platform.  

 

 


